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REVIEW.

Massei, F.—Patalogia e Terapia della Faringe, delle Fosse Nasali
e della Laringe. Seconda edizione. Two vols. Naples, 1889-90.

W E have deferred noticing the first volume of this important treatise,
which appeared in the autumn of 1889, until after the issue of the second
volume. The work, now complete, will be welcomed by all who are

•!t interested in the subjects of which it treats, and we are glad to hear that
. \i its popularity in the profession has extended even to the Antipodes,
i '• where, we understand, arrangements are being made (in Australia) for its
it? translation into English.

Prof. Massei needs no introduction to the readers of this Journal, to
whom he is already well known by the previous edition of his book and
his other numerous scientific writings, as well as by his high reputation
as Professor of Laryngology in the University of Naples.

The first volume of the present edition discusses the pathology and
treatment of affections of the pharynx and nasal fossas. The second and
larger volume is entirely devoted to the consideration of diseases of the
larynx. Each volume opens with the anatomical and physiological
chapters which seem to be inevitable in works of this kind. In this
instance, however, these are, for the most part, condensed accounts of the
results of recent investigations, and are valuable as presenting to the
student and busy practitioner the latest views of the structures and func-
tions of these parts in a concise, yet intelligible, form. These anatomical
and physiological " sketches" are followed by very detailed accounts of
the methods of examining the nose and throat. The description of pos-
terior rhinoscopy is remarkably clear, and goes far to dispel the mystery
which, according to some writers, would appear to render this important

^ aid to diagnosis a sort of conjuring trick, to be mastered only by the
]j? elect. An excellent feature is the summary of obstacles to be overcome
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in certain cases, and many valuable practical hints are given, especially
in connection with laryngoscopy.

The chapter on epistaxis has evidently been very carefully written,
but we notice that the author does not commit himself to any definite
statement as to the site from whence the bleeding usually proceeds. In
a general way, he admits that it comes most frequently from the turbinated
bodies and the anterior portion of the cartilaginous septum, and he agrees
with Voltolini in thinking that the erectile tissue in these situations offers
the most favourable conditions for the recurrence of epistaxis. He appears,
however, to favour the view that in most cases the haemorrhage comes
from the septum rather than the turbinated bodies, and he cites his own
experience in support of that opinion.

As to ozrena, Professor Massei very truly observes, " one might
write a volume." For the present, however, he "restrains this vast and
interesting discussion" within the limits of a clear, concise chapter of
thirty pages, the only fault we have to find with which is that the
observations appear to be based upon the view that the bad odour
constitutes the disease, of which it is but a symptom. The author traces
the history of ozacina through three periods—ancient, middle, and
modern. The modern period he also terms the rhinoscopic era. The
cause of the foetid odour is discussed at considerable length, and the view
that it is due to the presence of a bacillus or parasite is advocated.
Professor Massei thinks that the bacillary theory receives considerable
support from the fact that oztena is more often favourably influenced by
antiseptics than by any other form of treatment. He recommends the
dilatation of the nasal passages, when necessary, by means of bougies,
and the generous irrigation of the mucous membrane with tepid anti-
septic solutions. Amongst the antiseptics mentioned by the author,
resorcin, in combination with borax and salicylic acid, is especially
favoured. Space does not permit us to enter into a detailed account of
the entire volume, which is, generally speaking, carefully written. We
way, perhaps, single out for special commendation the important chapter
on nasal and naso-pharyngeal neoplasms.

Amongst the additions to the second volume is a chapter on ftacchy-
dennia vernicosa, of which Virchow's two varieties, the circumscribed
and the diffuse, are described. The author expresses the opinion that the
appearances of the circumscribed form are remarkably like those of a
papilloma, and he considers that the class of tumours described by
Mackenzie under the name of benign epithelial tumours may be traced
back to pacchydermia verrucosa, being especially characterised, according
to the latter writer, by simple hypertrophy of the normal epithelium.
Prof. Massei states that he has had no personal experience of this
affection, and that his remarks are therefore purely theoretical. He,
however, suggests scraping as the most rational treatment, and also
recommends the use of lactic acid or warm alkaline inhalations. The
important subject of laryngeal tuberculosis is treated at great length.

The author admits no less than five varieties of this disease. We
cannot help thinking that a part of this classification appears to partake
somewhat of the character of hair splitting, and to be of little use from a
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clinical point of view. For instance, we believe it would be rather a
refinement of diagnosis to declare that a patient was suffering from
miliary deposit in the mucous membrane of the vocal cords, but that the
cords themselves were still happily free from infiltration. Prof. Massei
declares that " tuberculous laryngitis can be cured," but he immediately
qualifies this profession of faith by stating that he does not mean the
definite and permanent arrest of the disease. In addition to the general
hygienic treatment usually ordered, he specially recommends the use of
resorcin or lactic acid in conjunction with cocaine. It appears to us,
however, that solutions of one and two per cent, of the resorcin or lactic

v' ] acid could not have any very decided effect in reducing the cedema of
; tuberculous perichondritis, though they may possibly increase the

I
hyperasmia ; beneficial results are probably due to the cocaine. In the

I ulcerous form, he favours the use of lactic acid with or without the

I surgical treatment practised by Schmidt and Heryng. The entire
chapter is well up to date, and gives a faithful account of the most recent

\ additions to our knowledge of this terrible malady, and of the means
i' which offer the best hopes of benefitting those who are afflicted by it.
M We are unable to do more than glance at the other portions of the
- ** work. The chapter on the various forms of laryngeal paralysis, and that
' on neoplasms, have been entirely re-written, and contain references to all

the recent advances. In the latter chapter Prof. Massei combats the idea
put forward by Lennox Browne in 1875, that benign tumours may become
malignant especially as the result of endo-laryngeal operations, and refers
to the cases collected by Semon in support of his contention that such a

' transformation rarely, if ever, takes place.
The volume concludes with an account of the chief endo-laryngeal

operations, including intubation. Both volumes are, perhaps, remarkable
for the small number of woodcuts of pathological processes, which is
scarcely to be regretted, since they rarely convey any useful idea of what
they are intended to represent. The various instruments, however, are
shown in fairly good plates.

• We can strongly recommend this edition of Prof. Massei's work to the
!i profession as a carefully-written account of the present state of rhino-
j logical and laryngological science, and we are sure it cannot fail to be of

great use to both students and practitioners. It is to be hoped that the
English translation will shortly appear.


